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Abstract

The Origin and Role of the Presbytery
in Presbyterian Churches

Prof, Dr, Byunghoon Woo

The presbytery originated within church history to cope with
problems that individual local churches could not solve by
themselves. Early forms of the presbytery addressed a variety
of questions about doctrines, discipleship, and worship that occurs
commonly in local churches.

The presbytery developed very biblically during the Reformation
and Post-Reformation eras. In those ages, presbyteries developed
in various European countries to guard against heresy and
inaccurate doctrines, to nurture and help pastors, to promote
the unity and peace of churches, and to provide church political
assistance to individual churches. In particular, John Calvin

contributed greatly to the theological development of the

presbytery.

In the Presbyterian Church in Korea, the presbytery often
carried out more dysfunctions than positive functions. Thus, the
presbytery sometimes became the cause of division in the church
or made it more clerical in a negative sense. But if the presbytery

is committed to the following essential roles, it will become




a presbytery that is faithful to biblical and reformist principles
so as to help the church.

First, the presbytery should enhance the unity and mission
of the congregation. Second, the presbytery has to preserve biblical
truth by leading the congregation according to the Word of God.
Third, the presbytery should help to ordain pastors and elders
and to send missionaries and should promote mutual trust between
pastors and elders. Fourth, the presbytery shall support the
theological re-education of pastors and elders. Fifth, the
presbytery has to be a link between local churches and the general
assembly. When the presbytery is committed to its essential
roles, it will preserve the independence of the individual church
in a healthy manner rather than damage it.

Keywords | Origin of the Presbytery, Role of the Presbytery,
Presbyterian Church, Korean Church, John

Calvin
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58] nhe i gu Aol e Aol viEa 94 gk

Confession of Faith”, “La Rochelle Confession of Faith” & 0. 2 & T}, o] 11wl FE-2- staf
22 7%} 32.3] o] Zlol A A1) 2ol ohaf 15571o] 9] L ), (k=] ] o7
7} 5120 Ak ohh iz ko el o] 280,52 hlo] b4 ek, 1] 3L 2] A
2} = AFt] © (De Chandieu)7} 357] %3 0. & HF A slo] 44t} o] Fof A=
o] i E-g A o= A F 2SN = G, 1A HTH = BT
4071 ¢] 3ol H Qlet. o] A uE-2 1560 o] e 24 o Al uhal & F el =5
245 MR g AT o] L2 1571 2 24 F38](A 74 F3)) ol A
G817 & B 5 9l 1, S Aol M= 1568 WA 23] 9k 1571 el F3]0 A ¢1A
= 1t} James T. Dennison, Jr., Compiled, Reformed Confessions of the 16th and 17th
Centuries in English Translation: Volume 2, 1552-1566 (Grand Rapids, MI: Reformed
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GRS Wopx] AlE-Eo] w3l EA T3S ZDSthad) 154197} 1561

of w3 WA ZNE Y 7} AFEE L3t} HAKpastores), WA}

Heritage Books, 2010), 140-41.

40) Wells, “Church Government in French Churches in the 17 Century,” 131-3201 4] 2 914,

41) AR g 8- - <R ©f W AIARPEA] el o] efm) of A 4] o] o] 7 FAl Sk
o 87(2017),209-35; -1 <%, TA & HhubE FE] (A2 VP, 2017), 8798, 155-1605
et

42) A DA, Tz = are] A4, (KL 4vke, 1994), 113.

43) Willem van’t Spijker, "Z-R12] A ol &} A8} (Calvin: Biographie und Theologie, B} €N &
o B2 97l &AL, 2009), 131, 23] 0] A 2“1 3] ol] QlojA], AL M A o7 By
o} 9| Zeuit] -2 0] WA & whghrh o dEkheh($F A, 130).
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44) 2 & W], ' o] W3] T (Die Treue Gottes in der Geschichte der Kirche, 713 A 4,
A& o] El A €, 2001), 65. ©] AEE L] 75 & A2 25T = A O A e 18
Al 28 7HA] Tk W a2~ = XA gt} Alister McGrath, A Life of John Calvin:
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o} i gell g 23] a1 %3], Ty A5 (2014), 160.
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48) Wells, “Church Government in French Churches in the 17" Century,” 132014 #] <14
49) Wells, “Church Government in French Churches in the 17" Century,” 1320114 #]¢1-&-
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54) AGA, "= S0 AR, 1145 H YA, R B A ol] T GAEA

55) tistell g2 3] 34153, T334, (2014), 276(1L 3] 4 A| A 339+).
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7 0]9] 7 209-355 B}



o= 1520607k dE] HAA = FArE 1 o] ® ws] A= ogh
< ASATE 7 1500 el o] n] ApAlFLel] gk AhdA nlEEe]
. SHAIRE, WIARA| )7} Zrfalel A g o' olajEd A&t
Aoz vigstdA del HAA | A7l FHY 152019
Al ZAEEOITES®) ARl ol gk FE Q] HTES o] ol A EA Q1 HIALA|F
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58) ol o} #&dsto] ofg o] AU EE 7]l F= slo] T8t 15201 Al 2 54
A5 Ay (An den christlichen Adel deutscher Nation; 8%, 5 L o 2 2}A), T3] 2]
upl 2 3 2 ) (2}€l o] Al H=De captivitate babylonica ecclesiae praeludium, = 4 ] A &
=Von der Babylonischen Gefangenschaft der Kirche; 102, Bt&l o] 2 214), T 12] ~ %9l
9} 45 (Von der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen; 119, 5 4 o] & 2H40) A <& 1521
o] Ao W 15231 A 2ol ik A< 15241 vk ®A] o 5314 Fal
A A 15259 A TR A A w1532 TE e So] A WALE, (Infiltrating
and Clandestine Preachers)°| <] L& = A A 147 o 3t s 4] ¥ 3}

59) Wolf-Dieter Hauschild, Lehrbuch der Kirchen- und Dogmengeschichte (Giitersloh:
Giitersloher Verlagshaus, 2001), 2:25.
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Q) =7HE e zRy wsle) Sy} AEAE AATI, (3) wB]e] At
H

60) ool tf gk 2pA| 3t =2 = o} )] 3 -S K 2} Chad Van Dixhoorn, “Politics and Religion
in the Westminster Assembly and the ‘Grand debate’,” in Robert Armstrong and Tadhg O
Hannrachain, eds., Insular Christianity: Alternative Models of the Church in Britain and
Ireland, ¢.1570-¢.1700, Politics, Culture, and Society in Early Modern Britain (Manchester:
Manchester University Press, 2013), 129-48(# 7).

61) o] 3k2] &2 o] T, “als] A 21,7 212-355 Wol 233

62) 53] 2 A ] A3e] S o|gtaL Y| A= W TS 1646\ 12 of] ) gl Ml 3]
A= o] A A Ay (Jus Divinum Regiminis Ecclesiastici) | A= 915-¢] ¢lth. Ea]o]
SRE AHEUES) W) v 3] B 347 F AP

63) o121 i A1} A A 0.2 B 1) 4 e S 99l 1AL
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